Source of material
To a solution of 2-methyl-2-nitro-1,3-propanediol (6.75 g, 50 mmol) in concentrated H2SO4 (8.4 mL, 125 mmol), a solution of HBr (48%, 16.8 mL, 148 mmol) and H2SO4 (98%, 4 mL, 755 mmol) was added dropwise at 273 K. The reaction mixture was heated to 343 Κ and kept at this temperature for 18 h. The colorless solid that separated was filtered, dissolved in ether, washed with 10% NaHCCb, dried over Na2SC>4 and evaporated to afford a solid which was recrystallized from ether (2.5 g, 15% yield). 
